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Greetings family and friends of MSLC, 

It’s summertime, although summer doesn’t officially start until June 21st, I think, 
summer vacation season usually kicks off with Memorial Day weekend.  As a kid, it 
meant going camping somewhere for at least a week.  My dad would usually talk to 
my uncle and see where he was taking his family, and then we would   usually do 

the same. 

This month’s article was supposed to be last month’s, but at the last second, the 
Holy Spirit took me in another direction.  Apparently HE was ok with what I had 
in mind for this month, so no last minute interruptions.  As I’ve stated on occasion, 
I have been listening to two sermons each Sunday, and was somewhat amazed that 
they never conflicted.  That ended in February when both sermons focused on the 
same Gospel lesson.  Since both sermons looked at the lesson from the same per-
spective, I assumed that I would hear similar sermons.  What I hadn’t counted on 
was different focal points.  There are always different lessons to be learned from 
the same lesson.  As clergy illustrate parables, they are usually not straight for-

ward, but can offer a variety of different lessons.  

The gist of the lesson had to do with tragedy.  In the lesson, Greeks had died in 
the temple and then the tower of Siloam had collapsed, and people had died.  The 
Jewish leaders had questioned Jesus about who had sinned that would have caused 
these incidences.  Jesus’ response was neither, which caused alarm with the             

leaders. 

As usual, some context is needed to understand the question and the answer giv-
en. The Jewish leaders, for the most part, believed that they were sinless. They 
followed and kept the law and were constantly judging those who did not. Their 
belief was that tragedy would strike based on sin that had been committed. They 
were incensed at Jesus, when HE stated that not only could you sin with words 
and deeds, but thoughts as well.  HE was calling out all of them to repent, while 

they felt no need to.  

At this point, both sermons veered in two different directions, as both preachers 
decided on different focal points.  The sermon that I decided to focus on went in 
the direction of Romans 6:23a: For the wages of sin is death… it is simplistic, but 
cuts to the heart of this issue. We live is a broken world, tragedy exists, and 
though all of us aspire to live a long, happy, uneventful life, that may not be the 

case.  

As I looked at this verse, I wondered why it isn’t used more for evangelism    
purposes, but then I realized that this verse is a little more blunt than John 3:16. 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord (Romans 8:23 ESV) or For God so loved the world... (John 3:16a ESV). 

As I thought about tragedy, I tried to figure out how the parable at the end of 
this verse fit it.  The parable involves the fig tree that has been fruitless for three 
years and is ready to be chopped down by the owner.  The vinedresser wants 

one more year to nourish the tree and if it still doesn’t bear fruit, it gets cut.   

(Continued on Page 2.) 

~~~ 

20For when you were slaves of 
sin, you were free in regard to 

righteousness. 21 But what 
fruit were you getting at that 
time from the things of which 
you are now ashamed? For 
the end of those things is 
death. 22 But now that you 
have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves of 

God, the fruit you get leads to 
sanctification and its end, 

eternal life. 23 For the wages 
of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord 
(Romans 6: 20-23 ESV). 

16 “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 17 For God 
did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world 

might be saved through him” 

(John 3:16-17 ESV). 
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 Please join us in Classroom 4  

at 10:00 a.m. on                                                

SUNDAY MORNINGS,                                                                  

and be blessed by Studying 

God's Word.                                                       

Led by Pastor Ross.  

 

 

Greeting (continued from page 1). 
 

Though both sermons took a different focal point, the parable fits with the focal point of repenting before 
it’s too late.  You never know when tragedy will strike. 
 

I thought I was done and then the Holy Spirit gave me another thought regarding sin itself.  As I looked at 
Romans 6 again, I realized a difference that exists between God and man.  God has given us the Ten Com-
mandments, and Jesus gave us the guidelines with the punishment fitting the crime.  When I was younger,   
I thought that the Ten Commandments weren’t that difficult to follow.  Honoring my parents was probably 
the toughest one on the list.  Of course, at the time, my deeds and my mouth were the only two I worried 
about.  As I have grown older, I have come to realize that The Commandments are just there to let us 
know that we need a Savior.  
 

The problem we sometimes have is believing that God is using the same list, but HE’s not.  Jesus died on 
that cross for the sins of the world.  Attention, sinners, we’re all in the same boat.  Yes, that is correct, 
liars and serial killers, murderers and adulterers, same boat.  As far a God is concerned, a sin, is a sin, is a 
sin.  The problem that humanity has is categorizing sin, so that we don’t look quite as bad as we are.  How 
dare you compare me with a thief, a liar, a murderer.  I haven’t committed a heinous crime. In some cases, 
we justify our sinfulness by legislating it to legal, and yet it is still a sin.  Romans 3: 23: for all have sinned... 

 
Sola Gratia, Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide,  Jerry  

 

President’s Message 
BOD notes: 

We have new pastor, and as of this writing he will have been with us a month. 

We were working with Atonement, but have heard nothing from them.  Pastor Ross is currently 

preaching at Morning Star only. 

Have a great summer! BOD meets in June and then will be back in September. 

Jerry Grambow, President 

June 19 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

BIBLE STUDIES 

Hear discussion this Sunday or call the 

Church Office for information about a 

THURSDAY —WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

in JUNE to be led by Carol Ross.                  

TIME OF DAY TO BE DECIDED. 



Pastor’s Message 
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JUNE is Mite Box Month                                                                       
Remember to bring the mites you’ve collected, to church on any Sunday,             

or donations are also being accepted on-line at: psdlwml.org                                                                                      

The Bible Story that inspired the Mite Box offering is from:  

Mark 12:41-44 (NIV)  

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting 
their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor   

widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 
43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said,  “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more  
into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she,  

out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

 

 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, greetings in the name of the Lord! I am thankful for many things, not the 
least of which is the community of Christ into which I was baptized, confirmed, and ordained. For herein 
is the manifest love of Jesus in worship and the Word, in the Sacrament of the Altar and in the fellowship 
of the saints. 
 
It has been a pleasure to worship and serve with you for the last few weeks. My prayer is that together 
we may revisit our sense of identity as a light in the darkness, a city on the (literal) hill, the bride of Christ 
adorned in glory! 
 
Morning Star has been faithful in much over the years. And I thank the Lord that he has brought us      
together. During this time of discernment, let us commit ourselves to prayer and meditation on the 
Lord’s Word that we may deepen our sense of why we love our Lord, our fellowship, and our communi-
ty. 
 
There are many needs in our congregation. Indeed, I’m sure there are many more than I have learned 
about during my short time with you. Let’s pray about those needs. If someone is sick, let us pray for 
them. If someone is depressed, let us pray for them. If someone is unemployed or underemployed, frus-
trated, or alone, let us pray for them. And let us pray for ourselves too. The Lord hears and answers eve-
ry pray; they are like incense before him. (Psalm 141:2) 
 
As we reflect on God’s work among us and lift up our prayers with one voice, as we come together in 
worship and Bible study, the Lord is with us and he will guide us, for he has promised, “For where two or 
three gather in my name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20 NIV).  
 
God bless you abundantly over the coming weeks with his peace and in his love, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
Pastor Richard Ross  



 

 LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN HELPS  CENTER  ~ 

Proverbs 22:9 (NKJV) 

“He who has a generous eye 
will be blessed, for he gives of 

his bread to the poor.” 

THANK YOU 

FOR DONATING 
FOOD ON THE                

FIRST SUNDAY OF 

EACH MONTH.   

 

 

This is the link to the Pacific Southwest District Church-
es that are streaming sermons on Sunday mornings:                      
https://www.psd-lcms.org/live-streamed-listing 

 

 

MORNING STAR HIGHLIGHTS for June: 

The Sound of Morning Star Page 4    

 
In addition to The Lutheran Hour airing in San Diego on 
KCBQ-1170AM radio every Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m.              
or listening to The Lutheran Hour 24/7 at Lutheranhour.org,  
shut-ins can watch sermons on-line at: Worshipforshutins.org. 

~ Lutheran Ministries Media 

June 2021 
NEEDED:                          

INSPIRATIONAL   .   
BIBLE-BASED                        

ARTICLES. 

 

For Birthdays,                
Anniversaries,                

and Other                        
Special Dates in     

June,  

 see the                                

calendar. 

  

 NEXT NEWSLETTER                 
DEADLINE:                                           
June 19, 2022 

Send ARTICLES and                       
corrections directly to:  

  

The Editor, Joan 

Mite Box Month.  Bring your donations on any Sunday. 
June 5— PENTECOST (wear red) 
              Food Drive for Lakeside Christian Helps Center 
June 6— 6:30 p.m. BOD Meeting 
June 19—Father’s Day 
              10 a.m. VOTER’s Meeting  
              Newsletter Deadline 
June 20—Juneteenth observed (federal holiday)  
June 25—9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. LARC Ham Radio testing 
June 26—$5 Sunday for Missions 

June 2022 

Remember not the former 
things, nor consider the things 
of old. Behold, I am doing a 

new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it?             

(Isaiah 43:18-19a ESV) 



 

 
 

Morning Star also has an  

 On-Line Prayer Chain     

at morningstarlcms.org   

            

               ~ Jim Birren,                             
        Prayer Coordinator 

12821 Ha Hana Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

 

Phone:  619-443-6032             

www.morningstarlcms.org 
 

Pastor Richard Ross 

The people of Morning Star believe in the One 
True God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.               

We believe that everything God says in His 
Word, ‘the Bible’, is true.  And we believe in 

God’s promise that He will give us the free gift 
of eternal life through faith in Jesus, who died 

on the cross and rose again to save us.  

Pray for those in the  

Armed Forces 

 

♦ Lucas Nelson Davis 

United States Navy                                        

(Chris Hill’s Grandson) 

 

President 

Vice-President  

Treasurer 

Financial Secretary  

BOD Secretary  

Director Christian Education & Youth  

Director of Evangelism   

Director of Lay Ministry  

Director of Operations   

Director of Social Ministry   

Director of Stewardship 

Deacon 

 

Morning Star’s 2022 Board of Directors:                              

Jerel Grambow 

vacant 

Wanda Lewellen 

Char Collingwood 

Anne Ulm 

vacant 

vacant 

Dick Collingwood 

Travis Carter 

vacant 

vacant 

Dick Collingwood 

Ongoing Prayers:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving for 

His bountiful goodness. 

 

May Our LORD send     

healing to our world, show-

ing mercy to all who are   

suffering  physically or           

mentally.  
  

Prayers for peace in the 

World. 

Prayers for our new Pastor, 

and our members battling 

cancers and other illnesses.  

Also, prayers for all people       

according to their needs,  

especially those who need to 

know ‘Jesus Loves You’      

no matter what. 

******************************************* 

To add prayer concerns to    

this page, contact the             

Church Office. 
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Find daily devotions at 

www.cph.org 

Concordia       
Publishing House  

Study                

Materials 



 

 


