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Greetings family and friends of MSLC,
Hopefully, this writing finds you enjoying your summer. Depending on your perspective, Memorial Day was the beginning, the 4th of July is half way, and Labor
Day signals the end of summer. For those of you with kids, that’s the end and
beginning of the school year. If you are on the factual side, summer has just
started and lasts until the end of September.
As I debated on the topic for this month’s article, the Holy Spirit actually gave
some different thoughts and let me choose which direction I wanted to go. The
decision was made by my bride, who asked a relatively innocent question one
evening that shocked me. She was asked to say the closing prayer for bible study
and used a prayer from the Portals of Prayer devotion booklet and wondered if
that was alright.
As I stated, I was stunned at the question, which made me think about why it
was asked. During my thought process, I wondered how many of us have been
terrified by the prospect of being asked to publicly pray to open or close any
type of study or meeting. At this point, my hand is also raised as I remember
being in similar circumstances. For most of us, it’s not that we can’t do it, it’s
the confidence we have in being able to put together a coherent prayer that
sounds decent.
I believe the problem begins on Sunday morning, just after the collection has
been taken. Most churches follow a similar liturgy and that time has come for
corporate prayer. What follows is an eloquent, fluid display of words that
mesmerizes some of us. I have been part of conversations where parishioners
were frightened to publicly pray for a group based on the way they just heard
the pastor.
I used to be part of that group, until some occasions occurred that caused me to
change my mind and approach where prayers are concerned. The first, and
most shocking discovery, was the pastor’s cheat-sheet. I didn’t realize they
existed until I saw one after church one day. His eloquence and style might be
impressive, but he was reading the words off of a prayer page. Suddenly, it’s a
little easier than it looks, which can immediately add confidence to someone
without it.
The second event, that made me rethink my whole approach, was at a building
party I was part of with a pastor friend. I wasn’t expecting to start the day with
a prayer, which was ok, but then he turned and asked me to do it. My mind
went blank, and the prayer that was uttered, “Dear Jesus, help us, Amen.” I was
expecting a rebuke, got a thank you, and we began our day. It was driving me
crazy that I had no response, and at lunch time, I couldn’t help myself. I asked
one of the workers, who was one of the church leaders, why no one had said
nothing. He responded by telling me, before we studied prayer in this class,
I would have questioned your prayer. In this class, they learned that length, eloquence, style, and anything else you can think of doesn’t really matter. Say what
you have to say, end it with ‘amen’, go about your business. I had done exactly
(Continued on Page 2.)
that and we were ready to work.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your
name.
10
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in
heaven.
11
Give us this day our
daily bread.
12
And forgive us our
debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
13
And do not lead us
into temptation,
But deliver us from the
evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever.
Amen.
(Matthew 6:9b-13
NKJV).

Sunday Church
Services

8:45 a.m.
In person, via Zoom,
or on Facebook.

Bible Study
10:00 a.m.
For more
information,
call the Church office.
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Greeting continued from page 1:
I have to stop for a second and say, this is NOT a knock against corporate prayer. It is an essential part
of our worship on Sunday morning, and that’s where it belongs. When we are gathered in meetings or
bible studies, and we are asked to open or close with pray, it is meant to be short, sweet, and whatever is
on your mind.
If you are the type who needs structure for your prayer, there are various outlines available. The ACTS
method is the one that I remember. The first letter stands for Adoration. Begin your prayer by letting
GOD know what you think of HIM, such as, how awesome HE is. C is the next letter which represents
confession. You are sorry for those sins you have committed this day. T is the next letter which represents Thanksgiving. Here you can thank HIM for all the blessing that HE has given you, as well as, thanking HIM for Jesus. Finally, the letter S which is supplication, it is time for you to give the reason that you
came to HIM in prayer.
As I thought more about this, I can remember putting together a prayer booklet for a group home, when
I was interning as a DCE in North Dakota. I simply went through the Bible, chose 10 different prayers
that I found, and put them together. A lot of the prayers came from Psalms, but it gave those who were
in that home a thrill to have a personal prayer book.
As I stated previously, eloquence, length, and style doesn’t matter. Say what’s on your mind, say ‘amen’
and go about your business.
Sola gratia, Sola fide, Sola scriptura ~ Jerry

President’s Message
The BOD Met.
As you know, we have a new pastor. We have been in a dual parish relationship with Atonement Lutheran since Pastor Chet was our pastor. The churches had been sharing Pastor Ken as a fill-in, until his
departure in early May. At that time, we were informed of Pastor Ross’ availability to come to both
churches. Morning Star leadership met with him, and then arranged for him to put on a seminar, outlining a program that he wanted to initiate with both churches. While Morning Star was completely on
board with Pastor Ross becoming our new pastor, Atonement was having issues. They were divided on
the direction they wanted to go, and whether they wanted Pastor Ross in the same capacity that we did.
Morning Star leadership decided that rather than just a fill-in, we wanted a part-time Pastor. While
Pastor Ross agreed to our compensation, Atonement was able to secure the services of a regional pastor
on a fill-in basis. At our recent meeting, it was discussed, but tabled, whether to try a provide Pastor
Ross with additional compensation. He will continue in his current role for six months, and then the
board will review the situation. Atonement has received a three-month commitment from their fill-in
and will review their situation. Though both churches are in agreement that neither can provide for a
fulltime pastor without help, it appears as though our dual parish relationship is coming to an end.
News: A new remote control thermometer for the sanctuary.
The alarm system functioning.
Jerry Grambow, President
July 2022
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The Mites are collected locally and sent to our
Pacific Southwest District (PSD) LWML where:
• 75% is used for PSD LWML Gospel Outreach
Mission Grants and the administration of the
PSD LWML.
• 25% is sent to the National LWML for National
LWML Gospel Outreach Mission Grants.

Reference: LWML.org/mission-grants

Read more at: psdlwml.org

July 2022
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LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN HELPS CENTER ~
Proverbs 22:9 (NKJV)
“He who has a generous
eye will be blessed, for he
gives of his bread to the
poor.”

THANK YOU
FOR DONATING
FOOD ON THE
FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

BIBLE STUDY
Please join us in Classroom 4 at 10:00 a.m.
on SUNDAY MORNINGS,
and be blessed by Studying God's Word.
Led by Pastor Ross.

MORNING STAR HIGHLIGHTS
for July:
July 3— Food Drive for
Lakeside Christian Helps Center
July 4— Independence Day (federal holiday)
July 23—9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
LARC Ham Radio testing
July 24—$5 Sunday for Missions
Newsletter Deadline

NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE:
July 24, 2022
June 2021
Send ARTICLES and
corrections directly to:
liddle2@cox.net
July 2022

NEEDED:
INSPIRATIONAL .
BIBLE-BASED
ARTICLES.

For Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
and Other
Special Dates in
July,
see the
calendar.

So shall my word be that
goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me
empty (Isiah 55:11a ESV).

The Editor, Joan
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Ongoing Prayers:

12821 Ha Hana Road
Lakeside, CA 92040
Phone: 619-443-6032
www.morningstarlcms.org

Prayers of Thanksgiving for
His bountiful goodness.

Pastor Richard Ross
May Our LORD send
HEALING & PEACE to our
World, showing mercy to all
who are suffering physically
or mentally.

The people of Morning Star believe in the One
True God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We believe that everything God says in His
Word, ‘the Bible’, is true. And we believe in
God’s promise that He will give us the free gift
of eternal life through faith in Jesus, who died
on the cross and rose again to save us.

Morning Star’s 2022 Board of Directors:
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
BOD Secretary

Jerel Grambow
vacant
Wanda Lewellen
Char Collingwood
Anne Ulm

Director Christian Education & Youth

vacant

Director of Evangelism

vacant

Director of Lay Ministry

Dick Collingwood

Director of Operations

Travis Carter

Director of Social Ministry

vacant

Director of Stewardship

vacant

Deacon

Concordia
Publishing House
Study
Materials

Dick Collingwood

Pray for those in the
Armed Forces

Also, prayers for those
who need to know
‘Jesus Loves You’
no matter what.
*******************************************

To add prayer concerns to
this page, contact the
Church Office.

Morning Star also has an
On-Line Prayer Chain
at morningstarlcms.org

♦

Lucas Nelson Davis
United States Navy

Find daily devotions at
www.cph.org

Prayers for our new Pastor.
Prayers for our members
and friends in need of
healing, as well as,
protection for those
traveling this summer.

(Chris Hill’s Grandson)

~ Jim Birren,
Prayer Coordinator
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