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Greetings family and friends of MSLC,
It’s May which means summer is right around the corner. HE is risen, HE is risen
indeed! Hallelujah! I realize that I’m about two weeks late, but it was either 3
weeks early or 2 weeks late, and I chose 2 weeks late because this month’s
article pertains to two epiphanies that I had during Holy Week; One had to do
with Palm Sunday and the other with a scene on Good Friday at the cross.
The article I was going to write was all set to go. I hadn’t typed it yet, but I was
waiting to see if the Holy Spirit was going to leave me alone and submit that
one. He didn’t, and I found myself writing a new article in my head about these
new thoughts.
Before I begin, I have to confess that I listen to two sermons each Sunday,
Pastor Ken’s and the preacher I was watching during the lockdown. I found him
to be really good and I decided that two sermons is always better than one. On
Palm Sunday, the sermon began with the usual rhetoric that comes with Palm
Sunday and included the line about the same people who were cheering HIS entrance on Sunday, were cursing HIM and demanding HIS execution Friday morning. Most of the time, pastors pass this off as people being fickle, but on this
Sunday morning the pastor didn’t go there. Instead, he gave an explanation of
what he believed was really going on. As the sermon progressed, it wasn’t an
epiphany for me, as much as an ‘I forgot to connect the dots’ moment. In past
articles, I have tried to inform the reader, whenever I could, of the disciples’
belief about the Messiah, what had been taught to them, and what they were
encountering with Jesus.
On Palm Sunday, I was reminded that it was not only the disciples who had been
taught wrongly about the coming Messiah, but the entire Jewish nation. In the
gospels, we are constantly reminded about the disciples asking Jesus when HE
would restore the Kingdom of Israel and sit on the earthly Davidic throne.
I had never considered that those who were following Jesus from town to town,
watching him heal, raise the dead, and preach the good news, were looking for
the same thing.
When HE finally rode into Jerusalem, I believe their expectation was that the
time had come for their deliverance. What a shock to their system it must have
been on Friday morning, when they saw their Messiah, who had been beaten
and tortured by the Roman soldiers, without fighting back. Suddenly, feelings of
betrayal, HE’s a fraud, disappointment overcome them and they are so angered
that crucifying HIM seems appropriate and so they do.
Later that day, as three men hung on crosses, the next epiphany happens.
People were consistently hurling insults at HIM, usually starting with the phrase,
‘if you are the Son of God, then get down from that tree.’ Passerby’s took turns
at the insults, which eventually found their way to the criminals who were hanging with HIM. Normal expectations would be that both criminals would take
turns at insulting HIM, except that didn’t happen. The unexpected happened,
(Continued on Page 2.)

Luke 23:39-43 (ESV)
39

One of the criminals
who were hanged
railed at him, saying,
“Are you not the
Christ? Save yourself
and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying,
“Do you not fear God,
since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we
indeed justly, for we
are receiving the due
reward of our deeds;
but this man has done
nothing wrong.” 42 And
he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.”
43
And he said to him,
“Truly, I say to you,
today you will be with
me in paradise.”
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and I fear that usually on Good Friday, our worship goes right by this without stopping to really look at
what happened.
The other criminal begins his defense of Jesus. Yes, I know, God doesn’t need defending from us, but
never the less, there is it. He starts out by asking the other criminal whether he fears God. I’m slightly in
shock by his opening statement, but he doesn’t stop. He continues by declaring, that while he and the
other criminal are guilty and deserve the punishment they are receiving, Jesus is innocent of any crime.
He has not only repented of his sin, but seems to fully acknowledge that Jesus is indeed the Son of God.
His final plea, in the future tense, understands that Jesus is establishing a kingdom and that he wishes to be
part of it.
As I read this part of the Bible, I tried to find biblical commentaries that might address this scene from the
cross. The problem, most commentaries depend, as Luther stated, ‘let scripture interpret scripture’.
There are no prophecies concerning a criminal on the cross acknowledging who Jesus is and asking for
a place in the future kingdom. One commentary seemed to suggest that the criminal understood more of
Jesus’ true mission than HIS disciples did.
As I looked at this scene again, I don’t think it would be a big deal —except for the fact of who is initiating
the defense of Jesus, the repentance, and the plea for mercy, is someone that I wouldn’t expect.
Sola fide, Sola gratia, Sola scriptura, Jerry

President’s Message
Notes from the BOD:
We will have a new Pastor on May 8th. Pastor Ross, who has been commuting between Bonita and
Orange county on Sunday mornings, has agreed to become our new pastor.
This is not a called position, but could turn into one. It is currently a contracted position. We were
able to pay a certain amount per month, and he will give us the amount of hours that stipend pays for.
It is roughly 80 hours a month, that he will choose how to use.
I expect to be informed by him, at the next BOD. how the 80 hours will look.
Jerry Grambow, President

Download the official
Daily Devotions
application from Lutheran
Hour Ministries, designed for
convenient access through
your mobile device.
May 2022

It is available from : iTunes,
Google Play, Amazon Appstore,
and Windows Phone.

www.lhm.org/
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THANK YOU CARD FROM ATONEMENT TUTOR CENTER
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LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN HELPS CENTER ~
Proverbs 22:9 (NKJV)
“He who has a generous eye
will be blessed, for he gives of
his bread to the poor.”

THANK YOU
FOR DONATING
FOOD ON THE
FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

In addition to The Lutheran Hour airing in San Diego on
KCBQ-1170AM radio every Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m.
or listening to The Lutheran Hour 24/7 at Lutheranhour.org,
shut-ins can watch sermons on-line at: Worshipforshutins.org.
~ Lutheran Ministries Media

This is the link to the Pacific Southwest District Churches that are streaming sermons on Sunday mornings:
https://www.psd-lcms.org/live-streamed-listing

MORNING STAR HIGHLIGHTS for May:
May 1—Food Drive for Lakeside Christian Helps Center
May 2—6:30 p.m. BOD Meeting
May 8—Mother’s Day
May 22—Newsletter Deadline
May 28—9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. LARC Ham Radio testing
May 30—Memorial Day (federal holiday)
NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE:
May 22, 2022
June 2021
Send ARTICLES and
corrections directly to:
liddle2@cox.net
May 2022

NEEDED:
INSPIRATIONAL .
BIBLE-BASED
ARTICLES.

For Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
and Other
Special Dates in
May,
see the
calendar.

For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew
no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21 ESV

The Editor, Joan
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Ongoing Prayers:

12821 Ha Hana Road
Lakeside, CA 92040
Phone: 619-443-6032
www.morningstarlcms.org

Prayers of Thanksgiving for
His bountiful goodness.

Pastor Richard Ross
May Our LORD send
healing to our world, showing mercy to all who are
suffering physically or
mentally.

The people of Morning Star believe in the One
True God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We believe that everything God says in His
Word, ‘the Bible’, is true. And we believe in
God’s promise that He will give us the free gift
of eternal life through faith in Jesus, who died
on the cross and rose again to save us.

Morning Star’s 2022 Board of Directors:
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
BOD Secretary

Jerel Grambow
vacant
Wanda Lewellen
Char Collingwood
Anne Ulm

Director Christian Education & Youth

vacant

Director of Evangelism

vacant

Director of Lay Ministry

Dick Collingwood

Director of Operations
Director of Stewardship

vacant
Dick Collingwood

Pray for those in the
Armed Forces

Also, prayers for all people
according to their needs,
especially those who need to
know Jesus Loves You
no matter what.

To add prayer concerns to
this page, contact the
Church Office.

Morning Star also has an
On-Line Prayer Chain
at morningstarlcms.org

♦

Lucas Nelson Davis
United States Navy

Find daily devotions at
www.cph.org

our Call Committee, and
our Board of Directors.

*******************************************

vacant

Concordia
Publishing House
Study
Materials

Atonement Lutheran Church,

Travis Carter

Director of Social Ministry
Deacon

We pray for
the Congregation at

(Chris Hill’s Grandson)

~ Jim Birren,
Prayer Coordinator

May 2022

