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Greetings family and friends of MSLC, 

School is back in session and it seems as though we have somewhat returned to 
normalcy, or something similar to what existed before the pandemic period be-
gan.  Last month, I revealed a bit about the trip to the Holy Land that Alicia and  
I took at the end of June. There are so many resources to use to write this arti-

cle, but I decided that I would use a personal experience that I created myself. 

We traveled with a group of 47 other Lutheran believers.  Alicia and I were part 
of a group put together from Northern Ca., which was then put together with 
other groups from various parts of the country.  On Monday morning, as we 
began our trek, we were sitting on a bus which was full of people, having no idea 
who they were.  As I had glanced at our itinerary for that day, I noticed that we 
would have a worship service on the Sea of Galilee.  At the time, I thought noth-

ing of it, thinking ok, that could be cool.  

As the boat motored out onto the Sea, it came to a stop.  One of the leaders of 
the group read a bible passage pertaining to the Sea.  That person then gave a 
brief homily, and the entire group then joined in a song.  I was wondering who 
we were traveling with.  The worship was cool and surprising, but was anyone 
offended that that had just happened?  Was this going to be a regular occur-
rence? Through conversation, I realized that we were traveling with a group of 
Lutherans. What had just happened would possibly be a regular occurrence 

through-out this trip. 

As I sat and wrote on the first night, our leader had given his travelers a guide 
book along with a journaling book to record our thoughts, I was most surprised 
by how much walking Jesus and HIS disciples did during HIS ministry.  Yes, that’s 
actually what dominated my thoughts, after literally walking in HIS shoes the first 
day.  It was also at that point, that the Spirit entered my mind with a unique idea.  
Rather than just ‘see’ things, let’s get a different perspective. What will I see or 
experience that will surprise me?  The first day, it was actually the topography 

around the Sea of Galilee, and how brutal the walking had to be. 

The day two surprise caught me off guard, which is really the way surprises are 
supposed to work. The tour was visiting Tel Megiddo, which is a fort on the 
Kings Highway.  For those of you who don’t know, Israel is part of a trade high-
way.  To the east is all desert and to the west is the Mediterranean Sea.  Traders 
coming from the north or south would pass through Tel Megiddo. The fort was 
technologically advanced for those days and included a sophisticated water sys-
tem.  After walking the top of the fort, you then walk down a few hundred stairs 
to the water pipes, and then walk back.  I was hanging back with Jay, who was 

our group leader, who was the tail for the entire group.  

We started down the stairs and had one of our group, an elderly lady, taking one 

step at a time.  This was no problem, until halfway down, a young lady, who was 

possibly terrified of heights, was blocking the pathway.  I thought nothing of it 

and continued down to the bottom, only to stop and look back up.  Was Janet 

going to be able to get around the young lady blocking the stairs?  The answer 

14 “Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace 

among those with whom he 

is pleased!” 

Sunday Church  
Services 

 

8:45 a.m. 
 

In person, via Zoom,  
or on Morning Star’s 

Facebook page. 
 
  

Bible Study 
10:15 a.m. 

 

For more                         
information,                      

call the Church office. 

The Shepherds and the 

Angels-Luke 2:8-14 (ESV) 
8 And in the same region 

there were shepherds out in 
the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And an 
angel of the Lord appeared 

to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with 

great fear. 10 And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for 

behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. 11 For unto 

you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 12 And this 
will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in 
a manger.” 13 And suddenly 
there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God and saying, 
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was no, and that’s when I heard my name called.  The young lady needed to be moved.  With Jay on one 
side and me on the other, we began to move her.  She let go of Jay, grabbed the next railing, and down we 
continued, one-step-at-a-time, with her eyes completely closed, crying but still moving.  We successfully 

reached the bottom. 

That night, at the group debrief, I told my perspective of the story.  It was my surprise, because God had 
used me in a way that was unexpected.   I also shared that I don’t pray to HIM about using me.  I really 

don’t want to know when, where or how, I just know that HE will. 

The day three surprise happened early and was pleasurable.  Around Christmas time, I had written that I 
believed the shepherds were not the only ones to see the angels, when they appeared.  Bethlehem was our 
first stop on our itinerary, and that included a stop in the hills, where the angels appeared to them.  In my 
mind I had always pictured rolling grassy hills that were right next to the nativity.  Instead, Bethlehem sits 
up on a hill, and the shepherds were actually a couple miles from the birthplace.  The rolling hills are hills 
with rocks and caves all over place.  The cave where the shepherds were staying is directly below the 
chapel, that was erected for commemoration.   Our group broke out in singing “Angels We Have Heard 
on High”, and as we ventured out of the chapel, down into the cave, pasted on the window sill were the 

words ‘angels we have heard on high’. 

The day four surprise came very quick and I almost missed it.  There were more surprises to come, but I’m 
concentrating on the first one that happened.  As we traveled on the bus toward Jericho, the believed site 
for the temptation of Christ, our opening devotion focused on the temptation of Christ and what that 
means to us.  When you are traveling with lifelong Christians, who have heard the stories many times, it 
does become a challenge to find a new perspective on a story that has been heard many times.  My sur-
prise was the different perspective.  Why it was important for Christ to go through the temptation; How 
to beat temptation; and What the devil is trying to accomplish through temptation.  I’m sure I’ve heard the 

answers before, but from a different perspective.  

The final surprise happened because it wasn’t listed in our itinerary.  We would be visiting the Garden 
tomb.  There was controversy on where HE had died, was buried, and had risen.  We first visited the Holy 
Sepulcher which was built to commemorate both the crucifixion and the resurrection.  There’s not a lot to 
see, but a special room with a cement slab in it.  We then headed for the Garden tomb, which is not that 
far from the Holy Sepulcher.  Since the Catholic church doesn’t recognize this place, there is no church 
covering it.  Those who work there, inform visitors that the tomb is on the grounds of Joseph of Arime-
thea, who owned a vineyard in the area.  We were able to see a cliff that looked like it had a skull imposed 
on it, and then walk in to see the tomb and the place where HE would be laid.  It was now up to us to de-

cide or did logistics matter at all.  Jay’s response “being righteous vs right”. 

Sola Gratia, Sola Fide, Sola Scriptura, Jerry 

Hopefully everyone had a blessed summer. 

Our condolences to Dick and Char.  

The BOD resumed at the end of August. 

As of now, I’m thinking of doing my Holy Land presentation on a Saturday afternoon in September. 

~ Jerry Grambow, President 

Greeting continued from front page: 
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Please join us in Classroom 4 at 10:15 a.m. 

on  SUNDAY MORNINGS,                                                                  

and be blessed by Studying God's Word.                                                       

Led by Pastor Ross.  

BIBLE STUDY 

 

We live in a dangerous world, but not for the reasons you’re thinking. St. Peter wrote that “the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1st Peter 5:8). St. Paul wrote, “we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 
6:12). The “rulers” and “authorities” we need to be concerned about are not THIS politician or THAT 
corporate CEO. Those guys are small fry. What we should be worried about are “the spiritual forces 
of evil”! Peter’s saying, the devil wants to consume your soul! Now that’s trouble! (After all, the rich 

and powerful only want your money.) 

 

It is because of this threat, this plague on humanity which will not end until the Day of Judgment, that   
I cannot stop thinking about the importance of baptism. With water and with the promises God at-
taches to it, we are buried with Jesus (Romans 6:3-4). We’re drowned, and when we’re drowned, 
we’re dead, and when we’re dead, the devil can’t touch us. But thanks be to God, we’ve also been 
raised up with Christ in His resurrection (Colossians 2:12)! We’re more alive now than we were be-
fore we were adopted into God’s family! For we have the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5) and we have “put on 

Christ” (Galatians 3:27-29). The devil can’t even look at you, for your light shines so brightly! 

 

But there is one little snafu in this program: Sin. But not for the reasons you’re thinking. The problem 
with sin is that it acts like a dam, you know, the kind a beaver might build one twig, one tree branch at 
a time. But this dam doesn’t retain water. No, this dam retains the shame, guilt, regret, sorrow, self-
condemnation, and fear we accumulate in our hearts and minds because of sin. And when this dam fi-

nally collapses, it crushes our heart, breaks our spirit, and steals away our joy. 

 

Thus every day I make the sign of the Cross over my heart, reminding myself of my baptism, that my 
sinful self is drowned, “so that,” in the words of Luther, “day after day a new self should arise to life 

with God in righteousness and purity forever.” 

 

Let us cling to the promises God gave us in the water, for it is so much more than just plain water. 

Amen. 
 

Pastor Richard Ross 



The Sound of Morning Star Page 4    

June 2021 NEEDED:                          
INSPIRATIONAL   .   

BIBLE-BASED                        
ARTICLES,                           

(like the one above). 

 

For Birthdays,                
Anniversaries,                

and Other                        
Special Dates in     

September,  

 see the                                

calendar. 

  NEXT NEWSLETTER                 
DEADLINE:                                           

September 18, 2022 

Send ARTICLES and                       
corrections directly to:  

liddle2@cox.net 
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The Bummer Lamb ~ Submitted by Ella Keller 

Every once in a while, a ewe will give birth to a lamb and reject it. If the 
lamb is returned to the ewe, the mother may even kick the poor animal 
away. Once a ewe rejects one of her lambs, she will never change her 
mind. These little lambs will hang their heads so low that it looks like 
something is wrong with its neck. Their spirit is broken. These lambs 
are called “bummer lambs.” Unless the shepherd intervenes, that lamb 
will die, rejected and alone. So, do you know what the shepherd does? 
He takes that rejected little one into his home, hand-feeds it and keeps 
it warm by the fire. He will wrap it up with blankets and hold it to his 

chest so the bummer can hear his heartbeat. 

Once the lamb is strong enough, the shepherd will place it back in the 
field with the rest of the flock. But that sheep never forgets how the 
shepherd cared for him when his mother rejected him. When the shep-
herd calls for the flock, guess who runs to him first? That is right, the 
bummer sheep. He knows his voice intimately. It is not that the bum-

mer lamb is loved more, it just knows intimately the one who loves it.   

So many of us are bummer lambs, rejected and broken. But Jesus is the 
good Shepherd. He cares for our every need and holds us close to His 
heart so we can hear His heart beat. We may be broken, but we are 

deeply loved by the Shepherd. ~ Author unknown 

 

  PSALM 23 (ESV)

 

 

 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.2 He makes me lie down in green pastures.  He leads me beside still 

waters.3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod 

and your staff, they comfort me. 

Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.  

Psalm 23:6 ESV 

The Editor, Joan 

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD    

forever. 

 



 

 
 

Morning Star also has an  

 On-Line Prayer Chain     

at morningstarlcms.org   

            

               ~ Jim Birren,                             
        Prayer Coordinator 

12821 Ha Hana Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

 

Phone:  619-443-6032             

www.morningstarlcms.org 
 

Pastor Richard Ross 

The people of Morning Star believe in the One 
True God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.               

We believe that everything God says in His 
Word, ‘the Bible’, is true.  And we believe in 

God’s promise that He will give us the free gift 
of eternal life through faith in Jesus, who died 

on the cross and rose again to save us.  

Pray for those in the  

Armed Forces 

 

♦ Lucas Nelson Davis 

United States Navy                                        

(Chris Hill’s Grandson) 

 

President 

Vice-President  

Treasurer 

Financial Secretary  

BOD Secretary  

Director Christian Education & Youth  

Director of Evangelism   

Director of Lay Ministry  

Director of Operations   

Director of Social Ministry   

Director of Stewardship 

Deacon 

 

Morning Star’s 2022 Board of Directors:                              

Jerel Grambow 

vacant 

Wanda Lewellen 

Char Collingwood 

Anne Ulm 

vacant 

vacant 

Dick Collingwood 

Travis Carter 

vacant 

vacant 

Dick Collingwood 

Ongoing Prayers:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving for 

His bountiful goodness. 

 

May Our LORD send     

HEALING & PEACE to our 

World, showing mercy to all 

who are suffering  physically 

or mentally.                               

 

Prayers for our new Pastor.  

Prayers for our members 

and friends in need of                

healing.  Prayers for                     

grieving families.   

 

Also, prayers for those    

who need to know          

‘Jesus Loves You’                        

no matter what. 

******************************************* 

To add prayer concerns to    

this page, contact the             

Church Office. 
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Find daily devotions at 

www.cph.org 

Concordia       
Publishing House  

Study                

Materials 


