
 

January 

2023 

The Sound of Morning Star 
Morning Star Lutheran Church ~ Missouri Synod 

Lakeside, California 

www.morningstarlcms.org 

 

(Continued on Page 2.) 

Sunday Church  
Services 

 

8:45 a.m. 
 

In person, via Zoom,  
or on Morning Star’s 

Facebook page. 
 
  

Bible Study 
10:15 a.m. 

 

Youth  
Confirmation 

10:00 a.m. 
 

For more                         
information,                      

call the Church office. 

Season’s greetings family and friends of MSLC, 

As I write this, there is one week left of 2022 and I think I’m looking forward to 
2023. The slate is about to be clean, it’s a time for new beginnings for some, for 
others it the same old thing just continuing on. Last month I wrote about God 
using us and the example was Moses. He was 80 years old when he had the 
burning bush incident and he was probably thinking that he would live out his life 

attending sheep.  

As I was waiting and wondering what the Holy Spirit had in mind for this month, 
I was sitting at the board meeting and pastor’s opening devotion was the Magnifi-
cat.  For those who don’t know, this is Mary’s response to being chosen the   
virgin to carry the Christ child. I was struck by the difference in reaction to 

Mary’s response of God’s intervention and Moses’.  

God has intervened a few times since creation and as most of us who are some-
what knowledgeable can attest, the response to the intervention is not always a 
simple yes, of course, whatever you wish Lord.  I started trying to remember the 
names of those in the Old Testament who had encounters with God and their 
reactions.  I’m sure I didn’t remember all of them, but the names I do want to 

focus on are: Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jonah, Mary, and Paul.  

Noah appears first in Genesis 6 and is described as a man who was righteous, 
blameless among the people of the time, and walked faithfully with God.  God 
informs Noah of the destruction HE is planning, and instructs Noah to build an 
ark to save the animals and his family from the flood that is coming. Noah      

follows God’s commands and is saved.  

Abraham first appears Genesis 12, when God instructs Abram to move to the 
land HE will show him. Abram was moving from Harran to Canaan.  From    
Genesis 12 -24 we read about Abraham’s life and the covenant that God makes 
with him.  Joseph’s and Jacob’s interventions also occur in Genesis, but they are 

visions and dream interpretations.   

Moses and the burning bush arrive in Exodus 3. This is the first intervention, 
where we don’t experience an immediate agreement between God and the   
person HE is dealing with. Moses’ initial response is that God’s got the ‘wrong 
guy’. Moses then proceeds to get very detailed about how leading the people out 
of Egypt is going to work. As God finishes with the details, Moses then asks what 
if the people don’t believe it’s YOU who sent me? As Moses is finally convinced 
that the people will believe that God has sent him, his next excuse is that he is 
not a good public speaker. God actually relents and had Aaron join him to help 

him with the task.  

Jonah gets his own Old Testament book. Most Sunday school children know the 

name Jonah, because he’s the guy who was swallowed by a fish. We know Jonah 

the prophet because of the irrational thinking he employed in refusing to go to 

Nineveh. Jonah didn’t simply say ‘no, I’m not going’, he began traveling in the  

opposite direction. Most of us know the story, so the brief refresher: out to sea,  

Matthew 2:1-2  

The Visit of the Wise Men 

2 Now after Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of 
Herod the king,      
behold, wise 
men from the east 
came to Jerusa-
lem, 2 saying, “Where 
is he who has been 
born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his 
star when it rose and 
have come to worship 
him.” 
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VOTER’S MEETING 

10:15 AM 

 

President’s Message 

January 2023 

Greeting continued from front page: 

thrown overboard, wants to drown or get eaten by a fish, is swallowed by a fish but then thrown-up by 

the fish three days later. Jonah is going to Nineveh to preach repentance whether he likes it or not.  

Mary is the first of two in the New Testament. Zechariah’s intervention was before Mary, but I wasn’t 
sure it was worth mentioning.  Then again, for wanting proof that the angel delivering the news about 
Elizabeth being pregnant meant silence until the baby was born, being an angel sent by God, another    

interesting response to God. 

Mary’s was also very much of a ‘yes Lord’, except for her response about being a virgin. Clergy have often 
stated that Jewish children grow up knowing their biblical prophesies. They knew the Messiah would be 
coming and Isaiah states that it would be a virgin. We’ve just finished with the Christmas season, but I 
wonder if Mary also knew that somehow she and Joseph and the unborn child were going to Bethlehem 

at some point, because that’s where the baby would be born…? 

Paul is the final intervention, and it is eerily similar to the burning bush, but not really. Paul has been over-
seeing the murder of followers of ‘the Way’, he is on his way to Damascus, and is rudely interrupted by 
Christ, who I’m going to presume he thought was dead. There was no response by Paul and none al-
lowed. He was chosen by God to deliver the Good News to the Gentiles, and his journey began as he 

got knocked off his horse. 

As I was writing this, what kind of response do I give to interventions? Some people are very good,     
others not so much. I usually say ‘yes’ and don’t really worry about the details, while others are very     
detailed oriented.   The problem with too many details is, when things don’t go the way you planned,   

can you improvise…? 

Sola Gratia   Sola Fide   Sola Scriptura, 

Jerry 

Board of Director’s Highlights: 
 

The ‘call’ papers are in the process.  I plan on having the congregation vote on extending    

a call to Pastor Ross at the Voter’s Meeting. 

Still trying to get an alarm company for the church -or think of other options. 

Jerry Grambow, President 

 



Pastor’s Message 
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LHM ROSE PARADE FLOAT THEME 2023 

Through Christ, God is welcoming us to 
a restored relationship.                                

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new crea-
tion.  The old has passed away; behold, the new 

has come (2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV).  

Happy New Year 
 

There’s no need to be all cranky about another year passing by. It could be worse. You could be from 
Mercury. There, a year is only 88 days long. So every 3-months, there’d be another series of holidays, and 
you’d have another birthday. If you’re 60 in Earth years, you’d be 249 in Mercury years. So don’t be all 

cranky. It could be worse. 
 

And besides, with the new year there’s reason to rejoice: Epiphany is the first week of the new year, on 

January 6th.  
 

Epiphany is the celebration of the manifestation of the Christ to the Gentiles (or non-Jews) as represented 
by the Magi. Perhaps you’re already humming, “We three kings of orient are….” That’s them! So it was, 
they brought gifts— gold, frankincense, and myrrh—gifts fit for a king who would give his life for their lives, 

indeed, for every life. 
 

The prophet Isaiah wrote, “Arise, shine, for Your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon 
You. 2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise 
upon You, and His glory will be seen upon You. 3 And nations shall come to Your light, and kings to the 

brightness of Your rising” (Isaiah 60:1-3). 
 

I celebrate every new year, because during that first week I’m reminded that through the “thick darkness” 
of our world, Christ’s light has come, and it shines brilliantly. It fleshes out lies, reveals the truth, nourishes 

what is good, and obliterates what is evil. And it eradicates the bitterness of death. 
 

This year we’ve buried some of our own. It’s never easy—it’s always hard. Nonetheless, “the brightness of 
(Christ’s) rising” fills me with a sure and certain hope that we too shall rise, and like our lord, live forever. 

Together, let us know this hope in our hearts as we bring in the new year, in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
 

Yours in His Service,  Pastor Richard Ross 

Lutheran Hour Ministries is celebrating its        

72nd  anniversary of witnessing the Gospel in 

the public square. This message will be in the 

Rose Parade on January 2, 2023 (no parade on 

Sunday)..  

 



 
 

    SIX 
  New Testament Books 

 
 

 R N J V P N R Z Y K  

 R E Q O B R M T R D   

 Z N V W H T B A K C  

 T W E E Y N M O W G  

 R R Y H L W G B A V  

 H K Y T R A K M C M   

 C C G T R H T G T Y   

 F G P A Y Q B I S T  

 F F R M H M L K O K   

 M R L U K E G L L N 

 
   Hint: Paul’s Letters 

 
Word Search 

 

THE NEXT                          
NEWSLETTER                 
DEADLINE IS:                                       

January 22. 2023 

       MORNING STAR HIGHLIGHTS for January: 

January 1—Food Drive for Lakeside Christian Helps Center  NEW YEAR’S DAY 

January 3—6:30 p.m.– 8:00 p.m. Lakeside Amateur Radio Club Board Meeting 

January 6—Epiphany 

January 9—6:30 p.m. BOD Meeting 

January 16 —Martin Luther King Jr. Day (federal holiday) 

January 22—10:15 a.m. Voter’s Meeting/ Newsletter Deadline / $5 Sunday for Missions 

January 28—9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. LARC Ham Radio testing  
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For Birthdays,                
Anniversaries,                

and Other                        
Special Dates in      

January,  

 see the calendar. 

 PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK 

 
Wanted:                             

INSPIRATIONAL       
BIBLE-BASED                        

ARTICLES.                            

 

The Editor, Joan <liddle2@cox.net> 

...but these are written so 
that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that by believ-
ing you may have life in his 

name  ( John 20:31 ESV). 

.



 

 
 

Morning Star also has an  

 On-Line Prayer Chain     

at morningstarlcms.org   

            

               ~ Jim Birren,                             
        Prayer Coordinator 

12821 Ha Hana Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

 

Phone:  619-443-6032             

www.morningstarlcms.org 
 

Pastor Richard Ross 

The people of Morning Star believe in the One 
True God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.               

We believe that everything God says in His 
Word, ‘the Bible’, is true.  And we believe in 

God’s promise that He will give us the free gift 
of eternal life through faith in Jesus, who died 

on the cross and rose again to save us.  

Pray for those in the  

Armed Forces 

 

♦ Lucas Nelson Davis 

United States Navy                                        

(Chris Hill’s Grandson) 

 

President 

Vice-President  

Treasurer 

Financial Secretary  

BOD Secretary  

Director Christian Education & Youth  

Director of Evangelism   

Director of Lay Ministry  

Director of Operations   

Director of Social Ministry   

Director of Stewardship 

Deacon 

 

Morning Star’s 2023 Board of Directors:                              

Jerel Grambow 

vacant 

Wanda Lewellen 

Alicia Grambow 

Anne Ulm 

vacant 

vacant 

Dick Collingwood 

Travis Carter 

vacant 

vacant 

Dick Collingwood 

Ongoing Prayers:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving for 

His bountiful goodness. 

 

May Our LORD send     

HEALING & PEACE to our 

World, showing mercy to all 

who are suffering  physically 

or mentally.                               

 

Prayers for our new Pastor.  

Prayers for our members 

and friends in need of                

healing.  Prayers for                     

grieving families.   

 

Also, prayers for those    

who need to know          

‘Jesus Loves You’                        

no matter what. 

******************************************* 

To add prayer concerns to    

this page, contact the             

Church Office. 

January 2023 
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Find daily devotions at 

www.cph.org 

Concordia       
Publishing House  

Study                

Materials 



E
P

I
P

H
A

N
Y

 


