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Sunday Church  
Services 

 

8:45 a.m. 
 

In person, via Zoom,  
or on Morning Star’s 

Facebook page. 
 
  

Bible Study 
10:15 a.m. 

 

Youth  
Confirmation 

10:00 a.m. 
 

For more                         
information,                      

call the Church office. 

Greetings family and friends of MSLC, 

I was doing some reminiscing about 2022. I can remember as 2021 ended, there 
was a lot of sentiment along the lines of ‘good riddance’. 2021 was a tough year 
and 2022 seemed to be a little easier although for some, it was just as tough 

maybe even tougher. 

I was reminiscing because I was receiving no inspiration from the Holy Spirit at 
all. Of course, what I should have realized is that there would be inspiration 
coming from the reminiscing. The two events that happened that were tied    
together was strange. The first event was the event that has continued for a cou-
ple of years, that’s right, Covid. As I looked back, and let me pause to say that     
I believe that GOD provides for all of my needs, regardless. Covid was ravaging, 
mainly the elderly who had underlying conditions. We were informed that a vac-
cine shot would prevent the person from catching the virus. Then when the 
booster came along, it would help even more. Eventually, we found out that the 
vaccine and boosters would help if you caught the virus, but wouldn’t necessarily 

totally prevent them.  

As the original virus weaned, other versions, which were much more contagious, 
but not as lethal, appeared and the chances of catching it were very high. I was 
down for a week last January as I caught it, and then it reappeared at the same 

time this year, but only for a day or two and then it was gone. 

As I stated in a previous article, I believed that GOD had provided us with the 
vaccine and the boosters, but it was now up to us to decide whether to use 

them. 

The second event of 2022 was getting a pastor. At the time, I believed it to be a 
small miracle that Pastor Ross was contacting us as Pastor Ken was leaving. As 
I’ve thought about this, I’ve realized I’ve been a little naïve. Pastor Ken had to 
contact the District to let them know he was moving. The District knew that 
Pastor Ross was looking for a church in San Diego, so that he wouldn’t have to 

commute to Orange County.  

Pastor Ken was leaving and Pastor Ross was available, GOD had answered that 
prayer really fast. We weren’t going to need to use Dick, though he volunteered, 

and we weren’t going to need to find another pulpit fill-in.  

I was excited at the prospect of everything working so smoothly. Pastor Ross 
was contacted by Dick, and we met after a Lenten service as a meet and greet. 
Some of Atonement’s leadership was also there, and we invited them to partici-
pate. As I look back, I believe they thought it was an ambush. They were not 

ready to make a decision on who would be in their pulpit. 

Pastor Ross agreed to do a Saturday night seminar to ease some minds and let 
everyone get an idea of his style. Both congregations seemed to be receptive to 

Pastor Ross sharing pulpits between Morning Star and Atonement. 

As excited as Morning Star leadership was to bring Pastor Ross on board, the  

exact opposite was happening with Atonement.  Their leadership seemed divided  

Joel 2:12-14 

“Yet even now,” declares 
the L���, “return to me 
with all your heart, with 
fasting, with weeping, 
and with mourning;  
13 and rend your hearts 
and not your garments.” 
Return to the L��� your 
God, for he is gracious 
and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding  
in steadfast love; and he 
relents over disaster. 
14 Who knows whether 
he will not turn and re-
lent, and leave a blessing 
behind him, a grain of-
fering and a drink offer-
ing for the L��� your 
God?  
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on exactly what they wanted to do. They wanted to go through the normal call process, even though 
there was no possibility of being able to call a full-time pastor. Eventually, Atonement was able to find a 

pulpit fill-in and they have continued with that.  

As I wrote about these two events, there was something they actually had in common.  Prayers had been 
answered, but recipients had declined the answer.  In the case of Covid, we didn’t get the miracle cure 
that we were praying for but we did get help. Too often, Christians are expecting the cure all, and it’s not 
coming, so the help can’t be from GOD. In the case of Atonement, GOD had provided a Pastor who was 
willing to do the dual parish. Morningstar is very used to the dual parish pastor, we have had it for most 
of our history. Atonement, has been a called pastor parish for most of its history, and was just getting 

used to sharing a pulpit fill-in.   

As I sat and thought about declining GOD’s answers, it reminds me of the story about the man whose 
house was in a flood plain. The evacuation order had been given, the wife and children left, but he was 
going to wait on GOD. The first row boat came and he said no, the second row boat came by as he was 
up on the roof, and he said no. finally the helicopter came by, lowering the ladder and he refused, and was 
swept away and died. As he came face to face with GOD, he asked why he was rescued. GOD pointed 

out the evacuation order, the two boats, and the helicopter, and asked the man what he was waiting for?  

When we pray and ask for needs to be met, do we find ourselves declining because it not what we specif-
ically asked for. Are we waiting on the spectacular and all GOD give us is simplistic? Oftentimes pastors 
preach about how much better GOD’s answers are than what we had hoped for, but do we ever decline 

them?                                                                                             Sola Fide   Sola Scriptura    Sola Gratia,   Jerry 

BOD notes: 

We didn’t meet in January, because I was sick. 

However, we did meet on a Sunday, to discuss calling a pastor, and the budget process 

Voters meeting. 

We chose our 4 benevolences for this year.  

We did a continuing resolution for the budget, but that will be amended in June, because… 

We called and Pastor Ross accepted our call, to be a contracted called pastor.  He will continue to 
do what he has been doing for the past six months, except it is now via a call. It means that Morning 

Star’s vacancy has now been filled.  He will be listed as our pastor. 

Jerry Grambow, President 

Submitted by Great Grandmother Linda Hobson:  Praise the Lord!  Lily Kailoni Gonzalez was born                            

January 6th.  Xander, Elena, Kai and Luna are so excited to have a new addition to the family.   

Behold, children are a heritage from the L���, the fruit of the womb a reward (Psalm 127:3 ESV).  



Pastor’s Message 
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The Old Rugged Cross 
 

We’re still in the Season of Christ. It began with Advent and it ends after the 7th Sunday of Easter.        
And then there’s the Season of the Church, which begins with Pentecost. Six months of each. The liturgical 
calendar has always given us a sense of theme in our worship and a focal point for our devotions.  
 
In just a few weeks, we’ll begin that six week stretch that’s called Lent. It’s a time traditionally devoted to 
embracing the awesome sacrifice Jesus made of his life for our lives that we might live forever. During this 
time many persons practice the spiritual discipline of fasting, using the occasion to pray instead of eat, and 
to contemplate Christ’s suffering for them.  
 

This year, Lent begins on February 22nd. That’s Ash Wednesday. “From dust you came, to dust you will 
return,” we will remind ourselves as we begin our journey to the cross.  
 

And we already know the end of the story. As we just read at Joan Leathers’ memorial service, Christ will 
come again in glory, and “When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, 
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? 
O death, where is your sting?!’” (1st Corinthians 15:54-55). We don’t know what eternal life will look like, but 
we do know that we will sing “Halleluiah!” with all the angels in heaven! 
 

In the meanwhile, when we receive the ashes, we will focus with laser-like precision on the pathway to the 
throne of God. I’m reminded of that spiritual classic: 
 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross 
The emblem of suffering and shame 
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain 
(Lyrics for the 1st verse of The Old Rugged Cross) 

 

I love that song. It reminds me of the sense of joy and thankfulness I have for how the Lord planted in my 
heart by grace, through faith, in the crystalline waters of holy baptism, His love. 
 

Søren Kierkegaard, a Danish Lutheran philosopher, who lived 150 years ago, once wrote, “The majority of 
people are subjective toward themselves and objective toward all others…but the real task is, in fact, to be 
objective toward oneself and subjective toward all others.” But NOT ME! I would NEVER be THAT way! I 
would never be judgmental of others and liberal with my own sense of responsibility. 
 

But of course, that is EXACTLY what I do! I always give MYSELF a break; I always read between the lines, 
for MYSELF; I’m the master of “It’s a gray area,” for MYSELF. But everyone else? Not so much. 
 

Søren was right though, wasn’t he? I should give everyone else the benefit of a doubt. I don’t know their 
struggles, their frustrations, their pain. Indeed, if I’m going to hold anyone accountable, I need to start (and 
probably end) with me. As for everyone else, you get a free pass! Whatever you do, is between you and 
Jesus (and probably your employer and the IRS). But you and me, we’re going to do what Jesus told us to 
do: “Love one another as I loved you” (John 13:34). 
 

This is a good devotion during Lent, that we would extend our love of Jesus and our sense of thankfulness 
for everything He’s done for us to our neighbor, our friend, our spouse, our kid, our coworker. That we 
would give them the benefit of a doubt; that we would love them just as Jesus loved us on “the old rugged 
cross.” Amen. 

In Christ, Pastor Ross 
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It’s Mite Box Month                                                                       
The Bible Story that  inspired the Mite 

Box Offering is from Mark 12:41-44:  

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the 
offerings were  put and watched the crowd          

putting their money into the temple treasury. 
Many rich people threw in large amounts.            

42 But  a poor widow came and put in two very 

small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said,   
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put 
more  into the treasury than all the oth-
ers. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; 

but she,  out of her poverty, put in every-
thing—all she had to live on”                   

(Mark 12:41-44 NIV). 

Bring the mites you’ve collected, to 
church on any Sunday, or donations 
are also being accepted on-line  at 

psdlwml.org.                                            

 

 

 

THE NEXT                          
NEWSLETTER                 
DEADLINE IS:                                      

February 19. 2023 

For Birthdays,                
Anniversaries,                

and Other                        
Special Dates in      

February,                           

see the calendar. 

  

Wanted:                             
INSPIRATIONAL       

The Editor, Joan <liddle2@cox.net> 

MORNING STAR HIGHLIGHTS for February and it’s Mite Box Month:  

February 5—Food Drive for Lakeside Christian Helps Center   

February 6—6:30 p.m. BOD Meeting 

February 7—6:30 p.m.– 8:00 p.m. Lakeside Amateur Radio Club Board Meeting 

February 19—Newsletter Deadline 

February 20 —President’s Day (federal holiday) 

February 22— 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

February 25—9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. LARC Ham Radio testing  

February 26—$5 Sunday for Missions  

 
 

The LORD is good to those 
who wait for him, 

 to the soul                      
who seeks him                                  

(Laminations 3:25 ESV).  

.



 

 
 

Morning Star also has an  

 On-Line Prayer Chain     

at morningstarlcms.org   

            

               ~ Jim Birren,                             
        Prayer Coordinator 

12821 Ha Hana Road 
Lakeside, CA 92040 

 

Phone:  619-443-6032             

www.morningstarlcms.org 
 

Pastor Richard Ross 

The people of Morning Star believe in the One 
True God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.               

We believe that everything God says in His 
Word, ‘the Bible’, is true.  And we believe in 

God’s promise that He will give us the free gift 
of eternal life through faith in Jesus, who died 

on the cross and rose again to save us.  

Pray for those in the  

Armed Forces 

 

♦ Lucas Nelson Davis 

United States Navy                                        

(Chris Hill’s Grandson) 

 

President 

Vice-President  

Treasurer 

Financial Secretary  

BOD Secretary  

Director Christian Education & Youth  

Director of Evangelism   

Director of Lay Ministry  

Director of Operations   

Director of Social Ministry   

Director of Stewardship 

Deacon 

 

Morning Star’s 2023 Board of Directors:                              

Jerel Grambow 

vacant 

Wanda Lewellen 

Alicia Grambow 

Anne Ulm 

vacant 

vacant 

Dick Collingwood 

Travis Carter 

vacant 

vacant 

Dick Collingwood 

Ongoing Prayers:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving for 

His bountiful goodness. 

 

May Our LORD send     

HEALING & PEACE to our 

World, showing mercy to all 

who are suffering  physically 

or mentally.                               

 

Prayers for our new Pastor.  

Prayers for our members 

and friends in need of                

healing.  Prayers for                     

grieving families.   

 

Also, prayers for those    

who need to know          

‘Jesus Loves You’                        

no matter what. 

******************************************* 

To add prayer concerns to    

this page, contact the             

Church Office. 

Februaryy 2023 
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Find daily devotions at 

www.cph.org 

Concordia       
Publishing House  

Study                

Materials 
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